
The Public Health and Safety Committee offers the following Substitute to file no. 2016-536:

Introduced by Council Member Love & Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, Morgan and Newby:

RESOLUTION 2016-536
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING CONCERNS OVER THE RECENT CHANGES TO FLORIDA’S SURFACE WATER QUALITY STANDARDS BY THE FLORIDA ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATION COMMISSION AND URGING THE EPA TO PROVIDE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGES AND THOROUGH EVALUATION OF SAME; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the federal Clean Water Act requires that states periodically review standards for water quality publicly and adopt changes, as appropriate, and Florida’s current Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria were last updated in 1992; and 


WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) issued new scientific recommendations in 2015 based on national water quality and demographic trends; and


WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (“FDEP”) is required to apply the EPA’s guidelines while also accounting for Florida’s specific water chemistry and population through human health-based criteria; and  


WHEREAS, FDEP has proposed human health criteria for 39 new compounds and has revised criteria for 43 currently regulated compounds. Of the 82 proposed new criteria, 67 chemicals have higher limits resulting from the proposed FDEP methodology compared to the recommended EPA methodology; and 

WHEREAS, in May the FDEP announced that it was planning to take the proposed rules to the Florida Environmental Regulation Commission (the “Commission”) in early fall for consideration; and


WHEREAS, on June 30th, FDEP announced that the proposed rules would be fast-tracked and sent to the Commission on July 26th, instead of the early fall timeframe given in May; and

 WHEREAS, on Tuesday, July 26, 2016, the Commission voted 3-2 to support changes that increase the amount of numerous toxic chemicals in Florida’s waterways; and

WHEREAS, there are currently two empty seats on the Commission, one representing local government and the other for representatives of the environmental community, resulting in key stakeholder groups from being adequately represented on important statewide regulatory decisions; and


WHEREAS, U.S. Senator Bill Nelson and eight members of the U.S. House have sent a letter to the EPA Administrator, Gina McCarthy, stating that they have “serious concerns” about the changes, which will be sent to the EPA for final review and approval; and


WHEREAS, while FDEP has held 13 public meetings since 2012 on this matter, only three public meetings were held after 2013 and none of the meetings were held in Jacksonville; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Environmental Protection Board on September 26, 2016, voted in support of Resolution 2016-536, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit 1; and  


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville makes recommendations through the formal resolution process; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Resolution Expressing Concerns Over the Proposed Changes to the State Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria and Requesting Further Review of the Criteria by the EPA.  The City of Jacksonville does hereby state its concerns over the recent changes to Florida’s Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria recommended by the Florida Environmental Regulation Commission and urges the Environmental Protection Agency to provide appropriate public comment period for the proposed Florida Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria and to thoroughly evaluate the methods used to determine the proposed Human Health-Based Water Quality Criteria to ensure the utmost protection for Florida’s citizens, environment and economy.  


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Paige H. Johnston
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